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and from them, as from figures, one can prove almost
anything. The danger of my tabulation is that it shows
nearly all Shaw's earlier plays to have received their first
world productions in London, and so may suggest that in
the matter of his treatment there Shaw really had nothing to
grumble about. It should be borne in mind, however, that
both the Independent Theatre Society and the Stage Society
(which, according to the catalogue, account between them for
seven Shaw 'world premieres' before 1906)were semi-private
bodies that gave only two performances of any play, generally
on a Sunday evening with a matinee the following day.
The catalogue also shows that until the Malvern Festivals
began, New York rather than London was responsible for
the first production of Shaw's later plays. How greatly
they benefited by the change! Like the Stage Society, the
New York Theatre Guild is based on a public subscribing
for plays of quality. But there the resemblance ends, for
to Shaw's plays the Guild accorded commercial productions
quite beyond the scope of London's coterie theatre societies,
and commercial runs that its subscribers alone kept going
for from six to eight weeks. True, Shaw by then had
come into his own and was, as the phrase is, box-office.
But this only brings greater honour to Arnold Daly (whose
name occurs so often in the catalogue's earlier half) for
taking a chance with the unknown Shaw, risking his all
on the early plays, and producing them without subscribers
on the commercial basis of sink or swim.
(iv) The Shavian quotations following each play's initial
factual history are from Shaw's prefaces, and nearly always
from the relevant preface, except where otherwise stated,
At risk perhaps of seeming pedantic I have been at some
pains to make both the catalogue and the notes introducing
each play as exact as extant records allow. In such matters,
accuracy is all. I have tried to fashion a miniature but
unshakable work of reference. If I have succeeded, it
will certainly fill a void, and I hope it may also supply a
want. In brief, the catalogue and its addenda are a work
of reference or they are nothing.
On, then, to the fifty-eight, one by one.